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A ‘Fiddler’:-
For the Ages
At Gateway

By Lee Davis
Sometimes, as lime streiches and
then disables memory, it's both fun -
and importamt to expericuce again -
splendid - moments that became

landmarks in our fives. That re-expe- -

rienice can only happen when the re-
peat of a past event is integral, and

contains a great deal of the original -

magic of the original -happening.

And this is about as accurate a defi-

nition of the current, memory-pro-

- ducing production of Bock, Harnick

and Stein’s landmark musical, “Ful-
dler ‘on the Roof;™ at the Gaieway
Playhouse in Bellport as any this
critic can summon,

Seeing this superb production is
more than the warm and siniple re-
living of an excellent memmy. its a
reminder of what imade “Fiddicr on
the Rool™ the great and lasting show
itis.

Bock’s inusic slides effurtless-
ly inand oul of Jue Steins buok: Shel-
don MHamick’s bright and imelligen
and touching lyrics mwve the stury
forward amd <ecpen the charcters
and define their relationsliips. The
production numbers appear in pre-
cisely the right places. The songs are
always culgiowths of emotion, con-
forming simply ta Oscar Hannuner-
stein’s dictum that "A sung must
come only when the emotions are su
sirong that mere words ae no longer
adequate{to express them.|”

All of this is gloriously evident in
Bellport. Michael Boyer, absent too
long from dUie Gateway, has retuened
to design a gorgeous set with a Van
Gogh sky that wuns, thanks to
Kirstin Hassett’s 1astefully tinted
lighting design, figm dawn 1o mid-
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day to midnight with wily wizardry.
its only in the rapid succession of
shait scenes thiat end the show 1hat
the Gateway's technical limitations
slow the proceedings down notice-
ably. Until that time, the production,
directed gracefully and encrgetically
by Peter Fyin, moves furward with
an effortiess inexombleness.

Jerome Robbins's nriginat churevg-
raphy is 1ieproduced with high fideli-
ty by Steven Petrilo, and danced
with brio and brightness by a line
dancing chous, particularly Sieve
Pmmenter,  Michael  Buchanan,
James Corrothers mwd Don Garver-
ick, the yuartet of Russian-soldicrs
twho, with heuvked-on beands, be-
cone the buorkle dancers of the wed-
ding svenvl. And musical direclor
jeley Bochsbaum underpins and
drives the show with unllagging en-
crgy and sensitivity.

Most satisfying, hawever, is the in1-
peccable costing of this “Fiddler,”
frinm the veriest villager to the stum-
ning leads. Miclhael Klimzak is all
tensivn and desiie as the ailor Mo-
tel, junas Culien is stoically impas-
sioned as he 1adical student Per-
chik. Avin D. 1Turst is-a comic delight
as Yente, the matchmaker.

‘The three daughters are indivitual-
Jy adorable. Amy Silvernan isan im-

sioned zeitel, the oldést sister:”

“Allyson HHill is-a sweet yel sturdy
Chava; and Natalie Salins is out-
standing as the driven and tragic
Hodel, who is given one of the score’s
must louching muments, as she

Johin Thomas as Tevye the Milhkman in the. Galeway Playh

productl of
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Siberin amd sings the heartrending
“Far From the Home | Love.”
Cynthia Suphea is a strong, stal-
wart and inense Golde, and her de-
livery, with Tevye, of "Do 1 Love
You?™—a song-scene that coines at
precisely twe right moment in the
stury—is a touching, wmeaningful

T moment.

The role of Tevye has always been
the plum—or the sour note—of any
production of “Fiddler on the Rool.”
Zero Mostel, as. he was leaving the
role, prophesied that no one would
be able to fill it, and the show would
collapse. He was blissfully wrong.

‘and the performance of Jjoln-

Thomas in the Gateway production
is yet another testament (o buth the
strength of Ure role and its demands.

Mr Thomas is trausfixing, in body,
in lovabieness, in the depth of his
characterization, and patticutaly in
his voice. No Masicl croaking here.
Mr. Thomas's singing is stroug, re-
verberant and rich, and it brings yel
anather rewarding dimeusion Lo this
ingiumental role in a monumental
musical.

It's hoth the good fortune of 1he
Gateway.and ours that this constant-
ly deperdable company chose “Fid-
dler on the Roofl™ 1o open its 52nd
season. They've mounted a memo-
rable produiction of a priceless,
deathless musical, and 1 wge you
nol 1o miss it. )

"Fiddier on the *Roof® is ronning*’
along with “Forbidden Broadway™ -
on an alternating schednle. The
Gateway Playhouse is in Beliport, 20
minutes west of Westhamptor, and
the Gateway box oflice number is



